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Welcome, to Port Warwick Dental Arts.

The presence of the Spirit is truly upon us and I can feel His power deep within my soul. I know that I can speak for my entire office team by saying how honored we are by your presence. Thank you for being here today, just as many of you have “been here” throughout our journey to this “place”.

How fitting that our dedication here in Port Warwick falls at this time of year when we are celebrating the harvest; the result of our hard work has come to fruition. This dedication is an opportunity to formally bless our new office, a sacred space…a place of esthetic beauty, calm, peace and nurturing…a place for healing.

Twenty one years ago I came as a stranger to Newport News to begin my own dental practice. Thanks to the unfailing confidence of so many wonderful patients, along with many incredibly talented team members, my practice has not only grown, but thrived to the point that a shared vision for a new and unique office has become a reality. We hope you are pleased with our new environment. The reception room is intended to uplift, and the treatment rooms, to relax. The purpose in the design of this office was to give each of us the sense that “we have brought the outdoors in”. The rooms are also more private, permitting a more intimate and comfortable interaction amongst our patients and ourselves. It is also our vision that Port Warwick Dental Arts will be a place for professional learning and advancement. In fact, just one week ago, we hosted our first seminar for advanced dental education. It was met with overwhelming success. 

As many of you know, this project was formally initiated nearly three and one half years ago as I made a simple phone call of inquiry to Port Warwick developer and visionary extraordinaire, Mr. Bobby Freeman. My call was a response to a tiny article in our local Daily Press newspaper announcing his design for a charming, artistic and literary new development in Newport News. In the truer sense, however, this project was initiated through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as I received a powerful vision for a new and unique dental facility in this area. I prayed deeply for discernment as I ventured to the bank and came face to face with the first (and most critical), challenge before me. With only twenty thousand dollars saved, I was preparing to build a 1.5 million dollar dental office! You can do the math! Well, instead of allowing sources outside of myself to decide whether or not I should pursue this project, (and believe me there were many who advised against it), I decided to go to God for guidance, and continued to believe He would give me all that I could possibly need to achieve what I was guided to do. And I took a leap of faith, remembering always what we read in Proverbs, 19:21, “The human mind may devise many plans, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will be established.” And once again, as I journeyed through the many head-splitting trials of financing, development and building, I remained centered on my faith and the belief that if I resolved to do the will of God, His will, and only His will, shall be done.My instruction was clearly to reveal the vision…to carry the vision… to embrace the future… to lead the dance. Before I begin philosophizing too much, it is certainly fitting that I thank the talented architects from PMA, Jeff and Katie Stodghill, who were able to take my vision and transform it into the masterful design we are now enjoying. I recall just over two years ago, in one of the early meetings with Katie, I was warned that this could require many, many meetings. I naively asked Katie, “You mean like 50?” She was very kind and protective of me in her response, informing  gently that it would take more than that. Well, in reality, it has been more like fifty times fifty! And we are still counting….
It is also necessary for me to honor the dedicated, tireless and gracious group at WM Jordan, my project manager Mr. Byron Williams and site supervisor, Mr. Bill Ambrose. These two men have painstakingly taken us through to the near completion of our project. They never failed to keep a positive and creative outlook even when challenges seemed insurmountable.
The list of subcontractors and others who have helped on this project goes on and on. I am most happy to share recommendations of those individuals who brought us their expertise in the areas of landscaping, pond design, irrigation, computer networking, communications, security and sound design, as well as those in the dental industry who have helped us pull together the most sophisticated dental technology available in the profession today. 
I have learned many things from this venture, but most of all, I have come to realize more than ever, the truth in the poignant words of a fellow dentist, Jason Robert Tanoory:

“Quality is never an accident. It is always the result of high intention, intelligent direction, sincere effort and skillful execution. It is the wise choice of many alternatives.” 

Because of the commitment of everyone on this project, we have managed to build a world-class dental facility for the enhancement and delivery of the highest level of patient care. 

Those of you who were able to attend the groundbreaking ceremony are aware of the exquisite gift of healing given to a multitude of members in my family. Although my extended family had no opportunity to be directly involved in this project, I have to believe that through the power of God and the love of my parents, I received a calling to this particular healing profession very early on. I recall the words of our Lebanese poet, Kahlil Gibran, “When we are born, our work is placed in our heart”. I feel my life has always been directed to do this work. And in creating this facility, my mission will be fulfilled in a more perfect way.
My loving parents and step-parents have always believed in me and guided me to goodness…but NEVER made it easy! I am sure that is how I cultivated the strength and fortitude to undertake this journey.

From my mom I have learned many things. Mom is a loving, energetic, creative and courageous woman whose motto might well be this: “Don’t be afraid to encounter risks. It is by taking chances that we learn to be brave.”  (Nancy Sims, internet)
From my dad I have learned a multitude of lessons, but most relevant has been to persist in the face of adversity and to embrace a challenge. Throughout my life I have found myself repeating the phrase I heard him say over and over as I was growing up, “I figured if somebody else could do it, I could do it and I could do it even better!” What a powerful motivator my dad has been for me, constantly challenging me to be better in every way. As well, dad’s often spoken dictate was the following, “Conscientious completion turns work into art.” From his reaction upon first seeing our new office, I believe dad would agree that we have created a fine work of art through the conscientious completion of our vision.
Other than the grace of God, the emotional support of my dear, devoted, ever-loving and most patient husband, Christopher, has been the most significant factor in this journey. My dear children, Robb and Julie Hunter, have shown me extraordinary grace as I have often been distracted from their needs, in focus of this project. In truth, dearest husband and children, my heart is yours first.

Some of us are blessed by being a part of a great team…a group of people who function together in an extraordinary way, who trust one another, respect one another, who compliment each other’s strengths and compensate for each others limitations…a team who maintains a common goal that is larger than any individual’s goals and who produce extraordinary results.
 (paraphrase the words of Peter Senge)   I am a part of such a team.
Without the confidence, undying support and hard work of my office team, this vision would have been unsupported. Most of you know the exemplary women who make up that team. They are Lori, Cheryl Ann, Sara, Carolyn, Marites and Vickie. They are a most loving, dedicated and highly talented team and I am blessed. You and I are all blessed.

Although the past three years have required demands of which I had never known or imagined, this day is here. And we celebrate this new beginning. Through all the many obstacles that threatened our arrival at this point, I have learned a multitude of lessons. Most importantly, I have come to realize that through the God who inspires and strengthens us, we have a divine potential to achieve endless possibilities. And we have the assurance that we will receive right results at the right time. Throughout it all, I have spent many hours in “spiritual cooking” as I reflected on the phrase, “Feed your faith and your fears will starve to death”. 
Along the difficult journey, my eldest cousin sent me an inspiration that helped me keep it all in perspective:

“When you come to the edge of all the light you know and are about to step off into the darkness of the unknown, faith is knowing one of two things will happen: there will be something solid to stand on or you will be taught how to fly.”  Barbara J. Winter
 I think we, as a team, have learned how to fly.
And in the words of Booker T. Washington, I am reminded that “Success is measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”

In the stunning reflection of Paul Homily, a trusted dental colleague, I am reminded that “We must grow, which leads to a delicious insight. The best reason for success in dentistry is who we have to become to do it!” 

During this time of celebration, continued hope and powerful vision, my team and I would like to extend our appreciation to each of you who through your displays of trust and confidence, have permitted the growth and success of our practice. You have provided us the opportunity to make our vision a developing reality. During our seminar last week, one of my colleagues said to me, “This building is so you!”   All I could do was to agree. As a dentist I thought about what I needed for efficiency and productivity. As an artist, to paraphrase Henry Ward Beecher, I dipped my brush into my own soul and painted my own nature into this place.

We invite you to continue to share in and experience Port Warwick Dental Arts, where our hope is that you will receive the most excellent dental experience available. Those of you who know us are aware that it will never be about how many patients we treat, but how well we treat each one. 

My team and I pray that God give continued skill to our hands, clear vision to our minds, kindness and meekness to our hearts.
 My deepest gratitude to all those participating in this ceremony and to all of you who have come to share in our joy. My team and I are each thankful for  God’s direction, inspiration and grace in our lives, personally and professionally.
With us today as our celebrant is my eldest brother, Fr. Jeffrey, a spiritual healer who has been a hospital chaplain for nearly all of his twenty-five years as a priest. 
